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Editorial 


We wish for our readers a Good New Year. Whether it would be appropriate to wish readers 
a Happy New Year at this stage will depend upon many factors. Even before these words 
appear in type we may be involved in the more intense struggle for the very existence of our 
country which everyone seems to think must come sooner or later. The ultimate outcome 
of that we do not doubt, but while it continues we shall need all the strength, spiritual, mental 
and physical, that we possess. Nevertheless, it will be a good new year if we remain sensitive 
to all the needs and opportunities that surround us. 

There is the immediate business of an adequate supply of reading and information for 
those at home. Most libraries seem to be rising to this with enthusiasm. Various ingenious 
methods of supplying the civil defence services have also been organized ; in faét, the demand 
for books from these groups of men has been remarkable evidence of the modern craving 
for books. Then the problem of the child at home and in evacuation becomes more severe 
rather than easier, owing to the faét that many children will not “ stay put ” in the reception 
areas. They have to be provided for, at home as well as in those areas. There is the provision, 
too, of books for the sea, military and air services. There are wonderful smaller opportunities 
for the provision of the right books and reading lists on them. 

* * * * * * 

One of the difficulties of the evacuation so far as children and, it may indeed be, so far 
as adults are concerned, is that some of them have gone to remote distriéts. Librarians 
everywhere are receiving letters from the teachers in these distriéts, who do not appear to be 
aware that the county library system exists. Even in small towns where there is a quite good 
public library they have not made any approach to these local libraries : this is not universally 
so, but is very common. This seems to us to reveal one of the weaknesses of our publicity. 
It should be a quite natural thing for any teacher to go to the nearest public library, wherever 
it may be, and enquire what facilities exist. Some librarians in evacuation areas have already 
done it, but we suggest that all should send a letter to their teachers who are in reception 
areas advising them to get in touch with the nearest librarian, be he the urban or the 
county librarian. 
* * * * - * 

Another curious faé that has been revealed is the insistence upon an age limit in many 
places, so far as children are concerned. One town known to us admits children, save in very 
exceptional circumstances, only if they are fourteen years of age. The great reading oppor- 
tunities of their childhood appear to have been ignored. A somewhat more liberal rule 
excludes children until they are nine. It can be argued that the provision of books for little 
children is a matter for the schools. It may be so, but we are not convinced. Children learn 
to read long before they are nine years of age, and many of them are in such circumstances 
that they cannot get such books as Winnie the Pooh, Peter Rabbit, Alice in Wonderland and 
many books which should certainly be known to children before they are nine years of age. 
This has created some difficulty for librarians who have libraries without age limits whose 
children have been evacuated. The demand for books for the tinies has been beyond their 
resources. 

The matter is much complicated by the rapid filtering back of children to their homes. 
So far as poor children are concerned, this has largely been caused by a misunderstanding of 
the requirement that parents must pay a fee for children, which at a maximum of 6s. per 
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child presents a formidable problem to parents of several children. That this amount can 
be reduced or need not be paid at all if the circumstances justify it has not been recognised. 
The children have been brought home. These return to the home library, and not every 
library has enough books to send away and to provide for those at home at the same time. 
One or two libraries have been driven to make an appeal to the public for books for the 
tinies, and indeed for others, in order to augment their stocks. 

* * * * * * 

\ recognition of expenditure on book provision by public libraries for the evacuated 
children is a new move of the Board of Education which is of importance. The Exchequer 
grant is limited at present to the cost of packing and carriage which has been incurred by the 
“lending ” libraries, and to a grant to the reception libraries not exceeding {1 for every 
eight hundred children. It assumes that the former provide the books from local funds, 
and these are showing strain already. It cannot be explained too clearly that evacuation areas 
have lost many of their ratepayers and they also need some financial help. In any case, however, 
the gesture is very welcome. 

* * * * * * 

\ librarian tells us he is faced with a request from his Chief Air Warden for a service 
of books to all his Report Posts, and there are 160 of them. This is reinforced by one from 
all the Casualty Posts and there are a considerable number of these, too. The request would 
involve about 4, volumes. It is a real opportunity, but a rather embarrassing one, as few 
except the greater libraries have so large a number they can spare from their “ normal service.” 
\ further difficulty to-day is transport. It might be possible to persuade the Divisional 
Petroleum Officer to grant petrol for the motor vehicles that would be necessary for this 
sort of service. It would be a good contribution. 

* * * * * * 


[he opening recently at Leeds of its newest Branch is a heartening matter. Even if 
the city was too far committed in building when the war began to postpone its completion, 
we are Still encouraged by seeing Mr. Gordon in command of so beautiful and considerable 
a new charge at this time. The use that is made of it is evidence, too, that public libraries 
now fulfil a need which cannot be gainsaid. 

* * as * - * 

Library students are no doubt glad to know that examinations will be held as usual in 
May and December of 194 The date of the May examination, we understand, has been 
fixed somewhat later in May in order to allow a little longer for study which may be necessary 
as a result of the late start most students had to make in the autumn of 1939. Teaching will 
naturally be more limited just for the present than it has been. Many of the older librarians, 
however, passed their examinations mainly on private reading. There are ample books for 
the students, and a Study of these, with dire&tion which we are sure will be forthcoming from 
senior library workers in their own libraries, will help to fill the gaps which Still exist in the 
teaching scheme 

. +. * * * * 

\nnual estimates are in the air at this time of year. In very few places yet has the tocsin 
of retrenchment been sounded, although there have been slight rumblings in some. The 
ideal would be to keep libraries running at full pressure as they are badly needed. That we 
all recognize, but there is no sense in avoiding the fact that all public expenditure may be 
subject to attack. Librarians, who believe they serve the civilization for which we are at 
war, will do their best to keep their book funds at least level with those of past years. We 
cannot expect much development in buildings ; in faét, it is almost certain that no loans 
for them would be sanétioned, but if we can maintain our ‘ book-interests,”” we shall do 
much to maintain everything else. 

4 * a * * * 

\ few local authorities have dealt scurvily with their staffs by withholding salary 
increments and by refusing to make up the pay of the soldiers and sailors amongst them. 
We say this in order to pay deserved tribute to the ninety per cent. or more who have done 
the more handsome thing. We should be glad to hear of any variations from the general 


practice of non-interference with the salary scales to which librarians are entitled by the 
terms of their engagement. 
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The History of Printing in Asia, Africa and Australia 


The history of printing in Europe and America has been written and rewritten during the last 
few hundred years so that its literature makes a very considerable library. Outside these two 
continents, however, the literature is comparatively slight and although I do not pretend to have 
exhausted the material, I think that the majority of the useful works will be found noted. The 
early references to printing in China prior to Julien I have omitted as being quite useless. 


A Tentative Bibliography. 


There are some general works which are valuable for quick reference before turning to the 
monographs listed further on. First of course is 
Corron (H.) A Typographical Gazetteer. 2 vols. 1831-64. 

After Cotton, the only general gazetteer is 
BIBLIOPHILE | psend. /.e. P. Deschamps] L’Imprimerie hors Europe. Par un Bibliophile. 1902. 
1904. 
Two articles on Colonial Printing are worth consulting, 


—— Nouvelle edition, révue. 
Wess (A.) Some early dates in Colonial Printing in The Library World, Vol. 16: Feb., 1914, 
pp. 236-241: Mar., 1914, pp. 272-278. 
The Catalogues of the Libraries of the British and Foreign Bible Society and of the Royal 
Empire Society contain scattered but valuable information on colonial and missionary printing. 





| 





1BYSSINIA., 

GASELEE (S/r S$.) The Beginnings of Printing 
in Abyssinia, #» Trans. Bib. Soc. N.S., 
Vol. 11, 1930, pp. 93-96. 

OriGINE ¢€ svilupp! della Stampa in Abissinia, 
in L’ Industria della Stampa, Vol. 3, 1930, 
pp. 137-140. 

1FRICA. 

Rossi (G.) Vescovo e tipografo in Africa, in 
Terzo Congresso Geografico Internazionale, 
1881. Communicazione e Memorie, Vol. 2, 
pp. 301-300. 

KiLGER (A.) Die ersten afrikan. Katechismen 
im 17. Jahrh., ¢ Gutenberg- Jahrbuch, Vol. 
10, 1935, Pp. 257-264. 

{R.ABLA. 

Livre dans le monde 


CHAUVIN (V.) Le \rabe 


Musée du Livre, Publ. 17). 


1SLA. 

Garnett (R.) Introduction of European 
Printing into the East, /n Ars Essays, 1899, 
pp. 115-1206. 

{Burcu (R. M.)] Some notes on early printing 
in the East, /# British and Colonial Printer, 
Vol. 47, 1900, p. 305: Vol. 48, 1901, p. 
341: Vol. 49, 1901, p. 237. 

Gomez Rope.es (C.) Imprentas de los an- 
tiguos Jesuitas en las Misiones de Levante 
durante los siglos 16 al 18. [India, China, 
Japan, Indochina.] 2a. ed. 1912. 


IOI. 


Ja‘ari (A.) Hebrew Printing in the East. 
[Hebr.] 1936. 





RENKER (A.) Papier und Druck in fernen 


OSten. 1936. 


{USTRALIA. 

TinsELy (—.) History of Printing in Australia. 
[This work cannot be traced. It is quoted in 
The Printers’ Journal for Mar. 28, 1868, 
p. 199, in an article on The First Australian 
Newspaper. ] 

Tue First Australian Newspaper, in The 
Printers’ Journal, Mar. 28, 1868, p. 199. 
Bonwick (J.) Early Struggles of the Australian 

1890. 

Dow.inGc (E.) Early Colonial Printers, in 
\ustral. Hist Soc., Vol. 1, 1901, pp. 14-20. 

Scorr (W.) The Growth of the Australian 
Press, in Royal Society of Arts Journal, 
Sept., 1904. 

Paper and Print in Australia, past and present, 
in British and Colonial Printer, Vol. 77, 
1915—Vol. 80, 1917. 

Foster (Mrs. A. G.) George Howe of the 
‘“‘ Gazette” office, wv Roy. Austral. Hist. 
Soc., Vol. 10, 1924, pp. 103-118. 

Peppie (R. A.) Early Printing in Australia, in 
Library World, Vol. 27, 1925, pp. 169-170. 

PRINTING INDUSTRY CRAFTSMEN OF AUSTRALIA. 
Book of Graphic Arts Exhibits and Printers’ 
Who’s Who. 1927. 

MacMurrrig (D. C.) Sydney Curfew Law 
was premier printing produced in Australia. 
1932. 


Press. 
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FerGuson (J. A. and others) The Howes and 
their Press. 1936. 

New South Wales. 

Lorsxy (—.) Notice sur l’établissement de la 
typographie, sur la littérature et sur les 
bibliothéques 4 la Nouvelle Hollande, in 
Bulletin du Bibliophile, 1861, pp. 444-448. 


New Sourn WALES. The Government 
Printing Office, 1890, 1891. 
BURMA. 
PutnNney (F. D.) The American Baptist 
Mission Press, Rangoon, Burma. 1917. 


CEYLON. 

MacMurrrisz (D. C.) Memorandum on the 
first printing in Ceylon, 1737-1760. 1931. 
Colombo. 

Onpaarye (M. P. J.) A Tabular List of original 
works and translations published by the 
late Dutch Government of Ceylon at their 

Printing Press at Colombo, ‘# Journal of 
the Roy. Asiatic Socy. N.S., Vol. 1, Pt. 1, 
1864, pp. 141-144. 

WiynMALEN (T. C. L.) De drukpers te 
Colombo. Proeve eener Singaleesche biblio- 
graphie, in Bibliographische Adversaria, 
Vol. IV., 1878-82, pp. 161-183. 

CHINA. 

Juxren (S. A.) Documents sur l’art d’imprimer 
a l’aide de planches en bois, de planches en 
pierre et de types, mobiles, inventé en Chine, 
bien longtemps avant que l’Europe en fit 


usage. [1847]. 

SoTrzMANN (J. D. F.) Der chinesische Biicher- 
druck, nach S. Julien, # Serapeum, Jg. 9, 
1848. 

Jutren (S. A.) L’Imprimerie en Chine au 


sixieme siecle de notre ére. [c. 1850]. 

Curzon (Hon. R.) History of Printing in China 
and Europe, /# Philobiblon Society : Miscel- 
lanies, Vol. 6, 1860-61. 

Hirtn (F.) Western Appliances in the Chinese 
printing industry, # Journal of the China 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1885, 
Nr. 4. 

McInrosu (G.) The Mission Press in China, 
being a Jubilee retrospect of the American 
Presbyterian Mission Press, with sketches 
of other mission presses in China. 1895. 

Corpter (H.) L’ Imprimerie Sino-Européenne 
en Chine. Bibliographie des ouvrages 
publiés en Chine par les Européens au 17e. 

1901. 


et au 18e. siécle 
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Leacu (H.) Chinese Printing, x The Caxton 
Magazine. 1902. 

BULLEN (H. L.) The Literature of Typography. 
XX. Histories of Printing and Paper: 
China and Japan, é Inland Printer, Vol. 53, 
1914, pp. 860-864. 

BuLLEN (H. L.) Histories of Printing and Paper 
in China and Japan, ‘# Far Eastern Review, 
O&., 1915, pp. 195-197. 

Huetie (H.) Ueber den alten chinesischen 
Typendruck und seine Entwicklung in de 
Landern des fernen Ostens. 1923. 

Carter (T. F.) The Chinese origins of movable 
type, zw Ars Typographica, Vol. 2, No. 1. 
1925. 

Carter (T. F.) The Invention of Printing in 
China and its spread westward. 1925. 

DuyYvENDAK (|. J. L.) Coster’s Chineesche 
Voorouders, in De Gids, Vol. 89, 1925, 
PP- 344-357. 

Erxes (E.) Buch und Buchdruck in China, in 
Gutenbergs Festschrift. 1925. 

McInrtosn (G.) Christian Printing Presses in 
China, in The China Missions Year Book, 
Vol. 13,1925, pp. 379-388. 

HeNG (M.) A Brief Sketch of the evolution of 
the Chinese Book. [Chinese.] i Library 
Science Quarterly, Vol. 1, 1926, pp. 199-214. 

Scumipt (A.) Der Chinesische Buchdruck, in 
Zeitschrift fiir Biicherfreunde, ]g. 19, 1927, 
pp. 11-20. 

WIcHNER (—.) Das Buch d. Chinesen, 
Archiv fiir Schreib- und Buchwesen, Vol. 1, 
1927, pp. 16-19. 

Carrer (T. F.) The Chinese background of the 
European invention of Printing in Guten- 
berg- Jahrbuch, Vol. 3, 1928, pp. 9-14. 

Ma (T. Y.) Various forms and materials used 
for Chinese Books [Japan.], ## Toshokan 
Kenkya, Vol. 1, 1928, pp. 257-276. 

Wanc Gus Wer. Die Altesten Akademie- 
\usgaben der klassischen Schriften, im 
Das Buch in China. 1928. 

WitHELM (R.) Die Entwicklung des Buchs 
in China, ‘x Das Buch in China. 1928. 

Carter (T. F.) The Invention of Printing in 
China and its spread westward, [Chinese], in 
Bull. Metrop. Lib., Vol. 2, 1929, No. 2. 

Tinc Wen-YuAN. Von der alten chinesischen 
Buchdruckerkunst, ‘n Gutenberg- Jahrbuch, 
1929, Pp. 9-17. 

HorGan (S. H.) Is this the oldest printed 
book ? [The “‘ Diamond Sutra,” produced 
in China, May 11, 868], “ Inland Printer, 
Vol. 86, 1930, pp. 57-58. 
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Koo (T. K.) The Evolution of the Chinese 
Book, im Papers Libr. Serv. Seé&. All Asia 
Educ. Conf. 1930, pp. 434-437. 

CarTER (T. F.) The Invention of Printing in 
Chinaand its spread Westward, znd ed., 1931. 

DALAND (J.) The Evolution of Modern Print- 
ing and the discovery of movable metal 
type by the Chinese and the Koreans in the 
14th Century, 1931, and in Journal of the 
Franklin Institute, Vol. 212, 1931, pp. 209- 234 

Gatorti (J.) L’Invention de l’Imprimerie en 
Chine, ‘w Arts et Metiers Graphiques, No. 
38, 1933, Pp. 37-41. 

Muture (P. J.) De Vitvinding der Drukkunst 
in China, *# Kon. Vlaam. Acad. voor Taal 
en Letterkunde. Verslagen en Mededeelingen 
1934, Ppp. 253-280. 

ScHtERuITz (E.) Anfange d. Druckkunst in 
China und Deutschland, ‘# China-Dienst., 
Vol. 3, 1934, pp. 100-104. 

Peake (C. H.) The Origin and development 
of printing in China in the light of recent 
research, in Gutenberg Jahrbuch, Vol. 10, 
1935, PP. 9-17. 

RENKER (A.) Wege zur Druckkunst [in China], 
in Papier Zeitung, Vol. 61,1936, pp. 492-494. 

Hainan. 

MacMourtriE (D. C.) Printing for the in- 
habitants for the island of Hainan, China. 
1919. 

Hangchow. 

Cary (M. B.) A Chinese Library Press [at 
Hangchow] ‘m Gutenbergs Jahrbuch, Vol. 
10, 1935, Pp. 328-330. 

Macao. 

Mepina (J. T.) Nota bibliografica sobre un 
libro impreso en Macao en 1590 [/.e., De 
Missione Legatorum Japonensium, by E. 
de Sande]. 1894. 

Garnett (R.) On the De Missione legatorum 
Japon, Macao, 1590, ‘n The Library, N.S., 
Vol. 2, 1901, pp. 172-182. 

Peking. 

Branpt (J. v. d.) Catalogue des principaux 
ouvrages sortis der presses de Lazaristes a 
Pékin de 1864 a 1930. 1933. 

Shanghai. 

PRINTED Word in Shanghai, 7» China Journal, 
May, 1930, pp. 240-242. 

DUTCH EAST INDIES. 

MacMurtriz (D. C.) Memorandum on the 
History of Printing in the Dutch East Indies. 


1935. 





Batavia. 

Trete (P. A.) De eerste boekdrukkers te 
Batavia, ‘nm Bibliographische Adversaria, 
Vol. IL., 1874-75, pp. 39-43. 

ENscHEDE (J. W.) De eerste compagnies 
drukkers te Batavia, 7» Het Boek, Vol. 2, 
1913, Pp. 241-245. 

EGYPT. 

Geiss (A.) Histoire de ’Imprimerie en Egypte, 
in Bull. Inst., Egy. Vol. 1, 1907, pp. 133- 
157: Vol. 2, 1908, pp. 195-208. 

AGRICULTURAL BANK OF EGypr. 
Works Souvenir, 1 Jan., 1910. 

\mInE BanGat Bey (M.) Apercgu historique 
sur Imprimerie Nationale Egyptienne, in 
Gutenberg-Jahrbuch., Vol. 6, 1931, pp. 
275-277. 

Bocxwitz (H. H.) Vom Friithdruck in 
\egypten zur aegypt. Staatsdruckerei, i 
Archiv fiir Buchgewerbe, Vol. 69, 1932, 
Pp. 295-302. 


Printing 


Boulaq. 

Commission pour la réforme et l’amélioration 
de la casse Arabe de I’ Imprimerie de Boulaq. 
1903. 

ERITREA. 
Massowah. 

FumMAGALLI (G.) La Stampa a Massaua, in 
Rivista delle Biblioteche, Ann. 1, 1888, 
Pp. 99. 

HAWAII, 

HUNNEWELL (J. F.) First Printing at the 
Hawaiian Islands, ‘» Hawaiian Club : Papers. 
1868. 

Ear ty PrintInG in Hawaii, ‘n Inland Printer, 
Vol. 42, 1908, p. 269. 

INDIA. 

LonG (J.) Returns relating to publications in 
the Bengali language in 1857, to which is 
added a list of the native presses, efe., with a 
notice of the past condition and present 
prospects of the vernacular press of Bengal, 
Bombay and Madras. 1859. 

MacPuHerson (M.) The Hindoo Printer—an 
extraordinary disciple of the art preservative, 
in Inland Printer, Vol. 8, 1890, p. 103. 

Da Cunna (J. G.) [Printing introduced into 
India by Portuguese Missionaries in 1556], 
in bis Origin of Bombay, Extra Number 
of the Journal of the Bombay Branch of the 
Roy. Asiatic Soc., 1900. 

Gomez Rope ss (C.) Earliest Jesuit Printing 
in India, sv Journ. and Proc. Asiatic Soc. of 
Bengal, N.S., Vol. 9, 1918, pp. 149-168, 
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SourHwoop (J.) The Early Printed Books of 
India, i2 The Bookman’s Journal, Vol. 15, 
1927, Pp. 89-93. 

MacMurrrigz (D. C.) The 
Printing in India. 1933. 

MacMourtrie (D. C.) Early Mission Printing 
Presses in India, 1933. 

MacMurtrie (D. C.) The Early Vernacular 
Press in India. 1933. 

Storey (C. A.) The Beginnings of Persian 
Printing in India, # Oriental Studies in 
honour of Cursetji Erachki Pavry, 1933, 
PP. 457-461. 

BuCHLER (W.) Printing in India, in Gutenberg- 
Jahrbuch, Vol. 10, 1935, pp. 331-333. 

SAUBOLLE (L.) The All India Press Direétory. 
\ Compendium of PrintingPresses through- 
out India. 1935. 

Sen (G. C.) School of Printing : its possibilities 
in India, ‘wn Calcutta Review, Feb., 1937, 
Ppp. 209-212. 


Beginnings of 


Goa. 

Dents (F.) Note sur un livre rarissime imprimé 
a Goa en 1563, é# Bulletin du Bibliophile, 
1851, pp. 103-108. 

Xavier (F. J.) Breve noticia da Imprensa 
Nacional de Goa. 1876. 

Gracias (J. A. I.) A Imprensa em Goa nos 
seculos, 16, 17 € 18. 1880. 

Da Cunna (J. G.) Materials for the History 
of Oriental Studies amongst the Portuguese, 
in Atti del IV. Congresso Internazionale 
degli Orientalisti, 1881, Vol. 2, pp. 179-219. 

Karkaria (R. P.) The First book printed by 
Europeans in the East, ‘vw The Athenaeum, 
Aug. 30, 1902, pp. 288-289. 

Primrose (J. B.) Earliest Indian Printed Book, 
in The Times Literary Supplement, Sept. 
23, 1939, facs. 

MicuHetmore (G. W.) Earliest Indian Book, 
in The Times Literary Supplement, Sept. 
30, 1939. 

Peppre (R. A.) Earliest Indian Book, in The 
Times Literary Supplement, Nov. 25, 1939. 

Primrose (]. B.) Earliest existing Indian Book, 
in The Times Literary Supplement, Dec., 
1939. 

Serampore. 

SERAMPORE MIssION PREss. Specimens of 
editions of the Sacred Scriptures in the 
Eastern languages. 1813. 


Mission Press. Brief review of 


SERAMPORE 


the translation and the printing of the 
Sacred Scriptures by the Serampore Brethren, 
[c. 1832] 


from 1794. 


| 


| 








THE LIBRARY WORLD 


MARSHMAN (J. C.) The Life and Times of 
Carey, Marshman and Ward, embracing the 
history of the Serampore Mission [and the 
Serampore Press]. 2 vols. 1859. 

TAYLOR (J.) Biographical and Literary Notices 
of W. Carey. 1886. 

Tranquebar. 

PRopAGATION of the Gospel in the East: 
being an account of the progress made by 
some missionaries at Tranquebar. 3 pts. 1718. 

JAPAN. 

Mauret (F.) L’Imprimerie au Japon, m 
Mémoires de l’Athenée Oriental, Vol. 1, 
1872, pp. 143-1§2. 

Satow (Sir E. M.) On the early history of 
printing in Japan, ‘ Transactions of the 
\siatic Society of Japan, Vol. 10, 1882, 
pp. 48-83. 

Satow (Sir E. M.) The Jesuit Mission Press in 
Japan, 1591-1610. 1888. 

Heromicn SuuGio. Der Biicherdruck in 
Japan, én Archiv. fiir Post und Telegraphie, 
1893, pp. 29, efc. 

Jounson (P.) The Japanese Gutenberg, in 
The Caxton Magazine, Sept., 1901. 

Peacock (E. R.) Typefounding and Printing 
in Japan, # Inland Printer, Vol. 35, 1905, 
pp. 381-384. 

Morimoto (T.) Ueber die Entwicklung des 
japanischen Buchdrucks., “# Gutenberg- 
Jahrbuch, Vol. 3, 1928, pp. 47-49. 

YANG (W. H.) A History of Japanese Printing, 
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Reading in War-Time 

By H. G. T. Cuatsropuer, A.L.A. (Librarian, Penge Public Library). 
WHEN asked to write this article my reactions were several. The first was pride at having 
been asked to write the article. The second was of discomfort on realizing that it was a 
job for a “ whale ” in the profession rather than for a “ minnow,” and the third was one of 
futility when the magnitude of the task became apparent. 

Pride disappeared when it became obvious that nothing of importance could be written 
on the subject until later in the war, and that anything that could be said at this stage could 
be said by anybody. This helped to dispel the discomfort concerning the whales and the 
minnow, and my discomfort was finally dispelled when I recalled accounts, from many sources, 
of these whales engaged as food controllers, transport controllers, control room experts and 
so on—so busy controlling in fac that anything appertaining to librarianship must be 
regarded by them as being hardly worth while. The magnitude of the task awed me to such 
an extent that I decided that the subjeé&t should not be dealt with exaétly as the title of this 
article implies. A study of the reading of the population in war-time could be satisfactorily 
performed only by an institution such as the Chicago Graduate Library School. This 
institution, with its vast resources of material and reports of similar investigation, could 
make a study of this subjeé&, and its researches would provide much valuable data for the 
next war. 

There is no doubt that so-called research by individual librarians, without similar 
resources, will be attempted, and there is also no doubt that it will not succeed and that the 
conclusions reached will be false. This will be illustrated later. 

Wellard, in discussing the book seleétor', says that the book selector should “ to avoid 
a purely empirical method . . . classify readers by homogeneous and identifiable groups, 
and for this purpose (to) utilize social traits which have been found the most trustworthy 
bases for the description of reading as a social activity.” This applies to the student of reading 
habits also, and when group, as quoted in this extract, is defined by Waples of the Chicago 
School, one fully realizes the immensity of a task such as the study of reading habits in war- 
time. Dr. Waples states that the term group is taken “ to mean a number of persons of similar 
sex, of similar amount of schooling, and of similar social, economic or occupational status. 
\ group thus defined has reading interests sufficiently in common so that ratings of a list 
of topics by one individual in the group is positively correlated with the ratings made by 
any other individual in the group. If a librarian is considering the reading interest of library 
patrons, he will probably divide the patronage into several groups and determine the interests 
of each group in turn. The only principle to be kept in mind in forming a group is to have 
its composition relatively homogeneous . . .””2 





1) Dr. J. H. Wellard: “‘ Book seleétion,” p. 93 


(2) Waples and Tyler: ** What people want to read about.” 
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Which British librarian would have the opportunity or the resources to make such a 
Study of his borrowers’ reading, which study might be even more complicated by the effects 
of war ? 

This article, therefore, will not attempt such a complicated analysis. It will, instead, 
deal with public libraries as institutions and librarians as the administrators thereof, and the 
use the public is making of their available services. 

It is with librarians, mainly chief librarians, that we are first concerned. It is a fact, 
according to your Oétober editorial, that in the last war we had to plead for the very existence 
of libraries. In the 1938 crisis librarians had experience of appropriation of staffs and depart- 
ments. They were also aware that certain recommendations on the necessity of war-time 
libraries had been made by the Library Association. What effect did all this have on our 
librarians ? Very little apparently, if we are to judge by the haste with which they rushed 
to take up appointments outside the scope of librarianship, and to hand over precious depart- 
ments and staff for purposes other than librarianship. 

Knowing all these things they should have prepared the ground, and have spent the 
period between September, 1938, and the commencement of the war in persuading their 
committees, their authorities and their public, of the absolute necessity of a well-organized 
and improved library service. They did this prior to 1938, generally for selfish reasons, 
and great was their commiseration over the short-sightedness of the people empowered to 
being about these things. Why was it, then, that so many of them were caught by this 
avalanche of closed departments, even buildings, and appropriated staffs ? 

Was it that they had no anticipation, or was it that they were just disinterested, that 
their professed love of librarianship was false ? Either would be incomprehensible. Their 
actions, or rather lack of aétion, have led, so far, to not much more than the closure of 
unimportant departments, and to the appropriation of staff, including themselves—although 
there does not seem to be much evidence of appropriation here. But what gaps they have 
left in their armour, and how will the rapier of the economaniac seek those gaps. 

It is evident that economy cuts will soon be proposed for local government services, 
some having already been made. Moreover, it is certain that such cuts will be aimed par- 
ticularly at libraries, and these librarians will find that they have no defence against these 
cuts. On what grounds can they oppose these economies in library expenditure ? On the 
grounds that an efficient library service is essential in war-time ? Surely not, when they have 
already willingly agreed to economies of a staff and departmental nature ? Or will librarians 
rely on their issue Statistics ? This is not a very satisfaétory basis upon which to make their 
arguments, since economy-minded councillors might easily attack this basis. From their 
own lips librarians are supplying these councillors with arguments. They are already using 
that phrase “ escapist literature,” and it is not too much to suppose that it will be pointed 
out that if this is to be the library’s business then trained librarians are not necessary to dispense 
this type of literature, and the ease with which trained staffs have already been withdrawn from 
the libraries will support this argument. More departments may be found to be snimportant, 
and appropriated for other uses. Book-fund cuts will probably be general throughout the 
country, but there is no reason to invite cuts in other direétions as well. 

How, one might ask, does all this have any conneétion with the reading habits of the 
public in war-time? It does in this way. The reading habits are likely to be affected by the 
lack of foresight on the part of public librarians, which might affeét the library service in so 
far as departments and Staff are concerned. 

To avoid any criticism of the author’s lack of appreciation of the duties of local govern- 
ment officers in national service, it is obvious that such service might have been given without 
the complete surrender that has been made. Other critics might objeét that the librarian has 
not been a free agent in these matters. In some cases this is true—coercion may have been 
used—but in most cases there was no coercion, the aétions of the librarians were purely 
voluntary. In case this accusation would seem to be directed unnecessarily at chief librarians 
alone, it should be stated that the staffs in many cases followed the instructions of their chiefs, 
and in others took up other work because they were fed up with librarianship, not unusual 
in these days, and welcomed a change. 
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Now as to the public. The general effects of the war on its reading habits are well 
known. For a short time after the declaration of war the quantity of reading declined. It 
has gradually increased since then, and is now approaching normal. With regard to the 
quality of the reading all that can be said is that there seems to be a slight comparative decline 
in the reading of non-fiction. It is this decline, and the comparative increase in the reading 
of fiction, which has started the “ escapist literature ”’ theory. 

Surely in most libraries there is an increase in the reading of books which in any way 
relate to the present international situation—does this point to escapism ? 

The decline in the issues of non-fiction is evenly spread over the whole of the stock, 
except for those sections dealing with the international situation, in which there has been 
an increase. How can this decline be explained on escapist grounds ? Is the erstwhile reader 
of technical works trying to escape from the war, his work, or neither ?. Works in the various 
literary forms, travel books, biographies—is the decline in reading of these sections to be 
ascribed to the escapist theory ? Surely this is first-class escapist literature itself ? No, the 
decline in this type of reading cannot be explained thus. It would be far more reasonable to 
suppose that the public is not reading this type of literature for one or several of the following 
reasons : 

(i.) That their working hours are longer. 

(ii.) That they are taking part in some form of national service in their spare time. 

(iii.) That a continuous wireless service in the home (a common feature these days) 

does not conduce to more serious reading. 

(iv.) That the cessation of educational facilities has broken the continuity of their 

reading. 

It is possible, therefore, that when the tempo of life has slowed down to a more normal 
speed, and when educational and recreational facilities are resumed, reading habits of the 
public library clientele will approach normal. 

It would be fitting to conclude this article by quoting from an editorial in the official 
professional journal. 

‘ Library staffs have risen nobly to all the demands made upon them for emergency 
work, their versatility, capability and energy have earned the respect of their colleagues in 
other branches of the public service, but the time has come when their services as librarians 
are urgently needed in the national interest, and steps should be taken to restore staffs and 


premises to their normal functions 
It has been suggested that it was not always demand which brought about exodus of staff 


and closure of departments, but to follow the injunction contained in the quotation from the 
editorial would do much to repair the damage that has been done, and to avoid more serious 
damage that might be done in the future, to the public library movement. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear Hypra, 
Shakespeare said it when he put it thus: ‘ One man in his time plays many parts.” 


Behold me, then, now as Deputy (or Aéting or Real) Food Executive Officer for the Borough 
of Blank. While my own duties as a Librarian still remain to be done in such of God’s own 
time as remains to me, my days and nights are spent in conning the style, not of Joseph 
Addison, but of the 
MINISTER OF Foop AND Hts MINIONs. 

Consider the following, extraéted from the Potatoes (Sales by Growers) Order, 1939: 

‘ His potatoes, with reference to a grower of potatoes, means potatoes grown by such 
grower.” Observe the exquisite balance of the sentence and the fine choice of words. Or, 
consider this, from the Eggs (Maximum Prices) (Number 4) Order, 1939: 

‘ Eggs ’ means eggs in shell of domestic fowls, other than domestic ducks or turkeys.’ 

Observe the fine shades of meaning, so cunningly contrived. So much for style. 

When our government in its wisdom decided that the time had come to make a stand for 

Tue RIGHTS OF THE BIG NATIONS, 

that is to say at the beginning of September last, your correspondent found himself faced 
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with the prospect of organizing a Food Control Office. The Town Clerk had been appointed 
Food Executive Officer some months before, but had now obviously little or no time to 
perform the duties. Casting around for an unwilling accomplice, his eye lighted on this 
Greek snugly ensconced behind sandbags, wire-netting and the still greater A.R.P. protection 
of the D.N.B. My library saw little of me for many weeks after that. Premises had to be 
found, staff appointed, equipment begged, borrowed or purchased (if other means of 
acquisition broke down) and the headachy sheets of F.1.G. (War) (Secret) read, marked, 
learned and inwardly digested. F.1.G. (War) (Secret) is no more: its place has been taken 
by a book of words, now called L.F.O.1., and sheets of memoranda and instructions from the 
Ministry of Food rapidly becoming more numerous than the grains of sand in the Sahara 
Desert. 

Now that I can look back upon a succession of achievements, hundreds of retailers 
licensed, hundreds of establishments registered, thousands of ration books issued, thousands 
of ration books registered with hundreds of retailers, umpteen counterfoils filed and sorted, 
umpteen permits issued to retailers, and millions of people soothed, pacified and fed (but 
not by me), I realize that, although | had no summer holiday this year, I had it in the Autumn 
instead. 

Gop How I WorkKeEp! 
But it was all new to me and | am Still young enough to prefer the unfamiliar to the known. 
It was a complete rest and change from librarianship. Now that the worst is over (I hope !), 
I return to my 7.L.S. and my New Statesman with tremendous keenness and verve. I half 
wish that my dabbling with books might be confined in future to leisure time only, so that 
I might extract during the years ahead, the delights which my leisure now brings me. 

I have learnt much, Hydra, of men and things. I believe that I am and shall be a better 
librarian for the future. 

What of the war? Well, all wars are evil things, this one no less than its predecessors. 
If one believes in the efficacy of capital punishment then it is not unduly difficult to swallow 
the 

Mass MurbDER OF A WAR. 
I am perhaps unfortunate in that | have no faith in the value of private or public executions. 

I have been reading some good articles lately on the opportunities of librarianship in 
war-time. They are certainly many, but there are also many handicaps. How can we ever 
hope to civilize the barbarians, the philistines and the populace amid the din, turmoil and 
bloodshed of a European war? O, civilization, what crimes have been and are being 
committed in thy name! If we succeed in beating Germany in this present war, my own 
peace terms for her would be compulsory inclusion in the British Commonwealth of Nations. 
Further than that I cannot go at present. 

My best wishes for a good 1940 and may it have a peaceful ending for us all. 

Vale ! 
EuRIPIDEs. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LerrERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, THe Liprary Worvp. 





War Literature 

There will be a literature of the war. The Ministry of Information, in a circular to Public 
Libraries, declared it imperative that our people should know the faéts of the causes of the 
confli&. The Command Paper 6106 which gives the official documents is of course in every 
library. It should be bound and enough copies should be provided to enable any reader who 
wants it to get it without delay. After all, with the Treasury subsidy, a hundred copies cost 
us only fifty shillings. Similarly Sir Nevile Henderson’s Final Report (Command Paper 6115) 
should be circulated to give the personal impression which truth demands. The report on 
the Concentration Camps, as a document in human depravity, horrible as it is, should also 
be made known freely. There will of course be, sooner rather than later, a torrent of books on 
operations, exploits, personal records and so on. Most libraries are well-equipped in books 
which deal with the background of our day. 
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Topicalities 
Edited by Frank Hickman, A.L.A. 


CROYDON.—Mr. Joseph Clark, a Vice- 
President of the Croydon Foreign Language 
Club, which generally meets at the Croydon 
Central Library, has been elevated to the grade 
of Chevalier de l’Ordre de Etoile Noire by 
President Lebrun. Mr. Clark also leads the 
French Circle at the Norbury Library. 


KENT.—Recent Additions (O&ober, 1939) is 
a well printed and judiciously annotated 
catalogue of the latest non-fiction acquired by 
the Kent County Library. The entries are 
grouped under stimulating headings, such as, 
“THe Roap To SEPTEMBER 3fd”; ‘“ No 
BLACK-OuT IN THE Sky,” etc. 


SOUTHPORT.—Mr. V. M. Pollard, F.L.A., 
is the compiler of Works by Southport Authors, 
another splendid addition to the series of 
bibliographies published at intervals by the 
Southport Public Libraries. 


TOTTENHAM. — The _ Tottenham 
Librarian, on hearing the talk broadcast by 
E. M. Forster on September 17th, was quick 
to appreciate its value as public library 
propaganda. Accordingly, he lost no time in 
approaching the speaker and the B.B.C. to 
secure permission to reproduce the talk in 
pamphlet form. Permission was granted and 
Reading as Usual, by E. M. Forster, is now the 
title of an extremely well printed pamphlet 
being circulated by the Tottenham Public 
Libraries. 


Library Reports 
By Herpert C. SAWTELLE, 


Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


BARKING Public Libraries. soth Annual 
Report, 1938-1939. Borough Librarian, 
F. W. McLaren. Population (estimated, 


1939), 80,000. Rate 2.75d. Income from 


Rate, £8,174. Stock: Lending, 61,908 ; 
Reference, 2,885. Additions, 6,350. 
Withdrawals, 6,494. Issues: Lending, 
253,996; Junior, 50,792; Intermediate, 


3,705 ; Reference, 2,713; Branches, 
334,860; Schools, 29,675. Borrowers, 
25,591; extra tickets, 7,722. Branches, 2. 


Barking Libraries celebrated their jubilee in the 
vear covered by this Report. An interesting comparison 
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is made between the work carried out in the past year 
with that during the first year of the Libraries’ history. 
In 1889-1890 the Library, the first to be established in 
the County, began operations with a stock of 700 
volumes and 330 readers, the turnover for the first 
year being 7,389 volumes. In the meantime, the 
system has been gradually developed with the develop- 
ment of the Borough, and in recent years its growth 
has been phenomenal. Further progress is fore- 
shadowed by the commencement of work on another 
branch library. Public appreciation of the service is 
evident by the faét that over 32 per cent. of the popula- 
tion are now registered readers. In the year just ended 
the record annual circulation was not quite reached, 
but the figures were 6,511 above those of the previous 
year. Yet another extension of the service is the arrange- 
ments made for supplying books to two local hospitals. 
The Committee have decided not to open the news- 
rooms and magazine rooms in future on Bank Holidays. 


Bristot Public Libraries. — Reading in 
Bristol, 1938-1939. City Librarian, James 
Ross, F.R.S.L.,  F.L.A. Population 

Se; . 

(eStimated, 1938-9), 415,100. Rate 2.36d. 
Income from Rate, £32,242. Stock : 
Lending, 161,338; Reference, 157,518. 
Additions, 29,610. Withdrawals, 19,063. 
Issues: Lending, 1,929,946; Children’s 
Libraries, including Schools, 438,952; 
Reference, 105,373; Library of Commerce 
123,708 ; Newspaper and Patents Library, 
4,379; Blind, 730; Reading Rooms, 
29,680. Borrowers, 75,605; extra 
tickets, 23,310. Branches, 15. 

Outstanding success has rewarded the efforts of the 
Authorities, in the year being reviewed, to provide a 
library service worthy of a great city. That citizens 
have realised the value of the service is indicated by the 
number of new borrowers enrolled and the huge total 
of circulation increase. A record year was reported 
from the lending libraries where a constant supply of 
new and authoritative books on all subjeéts was main- 
tained and public borrowing of these increased enor- 
mously. Nearly two and a half million books were 
circulated for home reading, which is a gain of 285,883. 
The circulation from all departments showed an 
increase of 288,610 when compared with the previous 
year. 7,802 additions were made to the borrowers’ 
register, while altogether 10,894 additional reading 
tickets were issued. The Reference Libraries also en- 
joved a successful year, as the opportunity for study 
and research provided by their shelves was sought 
after more than ever before. The Children’s Libraries 
were in no way behind the other departments in their 
success, as nearly 43,000 more issues were recorded 
during the year in the junior and school libraries. A 
remarkably fine serics of half-hour talks was arranged 
for children from the elementary schools in the city. 
\mong other successful aétivities of the year worthy of 
note were the special exhibitions in the Reference 
Library; the Wireless Discussion Group; and the 
imposing series of public lectures. The library bindery 
continued its valuable and profitable service. The 
Report contains some fine illustrations of various 
departments of the service. 
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The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep BaRLow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 

ALLEN (C. K.) Law in the Making. 
1939. O.U.P. 21s. 

First published 1927 and revised in 1930. 
siderable changes have become necessary in form and 
substance and there has been much revision of text 
with some rewriting. The chapters on Precedent have 
been extended considerably. There is new material on 
case law in the eighteenth century and on the doétrince 
of the “‘ equity of a statute.”’ 

Biack’s Medical Adviser for the 
Ed. 3. 1939. Black. 7s. 6d. 

The third edition contains an eight-page supple 
ment dealing with war casualties, emergency treatment. 
The fifteenth edition of Black's Medical Dictionary 
contains a similar supplement. 

Bower (F. O.) Botany of the Living Plant. 
Ed. 3. 1939. Macmillan. 253s. 

First published 1919 and revised in 1923. For the 
revision of this edition the author has called in the help 
of several younger men actually engaged in teaching, 
who have revised, extended and re-written most of the 
sections. 

Burns (R. M.) and Scuun (A. E.) Protective 
Coatings for Metals. 1939. Reinhold. 20s. 

Originally intended as a revision of H. S. Rawdon’s 
Protective Metallic Coverings. This book is praétically 
a new treatise on the subjeét 
Curtis (C. R.) Mechanised Accountancy. Ed. 

2. 1939. Griffin. 15s. 

First published 1932. The author has endeavoured 
to describe the many and frequently changing types of 
machines now in use. 

Darrow (Dr. K. K.) Introduétion to Con- 
temporary Physics. Ed. 2. 1939. Macmillan. 
2§S. 

The present volume differs from its predecessor 
of 1926 in more important respeéts than are averred by 
the Statement that it includes 158 more pages. There 
have been many important new discoveries to record 
down to the end of 1938 and much existing data has 
been re-interpreted 


Ed. 3. 


Con 


Home. 


HaturpurTOoN (W. D.) and McDowa.i 


(R. J. S.) Handbook of Physiology and 
Biochemistry. Ed. 36. 1939. Murray. 18s. 
Ever since 1848 revised editions have been appear- 

ing at intervals. New material has been woven into the 
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text throughout and several se€tions—physiology of 
the motor cortex of the cerebellum and the control of 


the circulation of the sex hormones—have been 

rewritten 

Lea (F. C.) Hydraulics for Engineering 
Students. Ed. 6. 1939. Arnold. 2ts. 


New matter has been incorporated in the chapters 
on water turbines and pumps. A description is given of 
a modern eleéro-hydraulic forging press. 


WuittrAKER (C. M.) and Wricock (C. C.) 
Dyeing with Coal-tar Dyestuffs. Ed. 3. 
1939. Bailliére. 12s. 6d. 

lhe first edition of 1918 and its revision in 1926 
was the work of C.M.W. The present edition has been 
almost wholly rewritten by C.C.W. The subje& of 

Rayon dyeing has been considerably extended and there 

is a new seétion on auxiliary produéts used in textile 

dyeing 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS 
OF INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL. 


Bonny (Harold V.) A Manual of Praétical 
Book Seleétion for Public Libraries. With 
an introduétion by Harold Groom. Grafton. 
ios. 6d. net. 

his will make a useful and up-to-date introduétion 
for the Student and the younger assistant. The author 
covers a very wide field, and ranges from general 
principles to the use of the community survey and the 
organization of book purchase. The book shows 
evidence both of enthusiasm and diligence and may 
well serve as a primer for all those to whom Book 

Seleétion is Still the infinite and the inexplicable. 


GENERAL. 
AGATE (James) The Amazing Theatre. Harrap. 
1os. 6d. net. 

Mr. Agate has done a real service in rescuing from 
oblivion his best dramatic criticisms of the plays 
produced during the past two years. He can now boast 
that such a record exists from the year 1919. Whilst 
many of the plays produced within this period were of 
ephemeral value, the present volume contains con- 
sidered criticisms of Vi@toria Regina, The Flashing 
Stream, Geneva, The Women, After the Dance, and 
many others. In short, his pages are full of entertaining 
theatrical information. 

ALLEN (Edward Frank) The Complete Book 
of Dreams. Lippincott. 9s. net. 

\ Study of the meaning of dreams. The first three 
chapters deal with the meaning and ancient interpreta- 
tions of dreams and a short note on Freud. The last 
three divide dreams into Love Dreams, Good Luck 
Dreams, and Strange Prophecies, Warnings and Bad 
Luck, and give the meaning of cach in an alphabetical 
list of subjects. There is a long Index. 
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Beat (Edward) Scale Railway Modelling To- 
day. Illus. Black. 7s. 6d. net. 
This work is devoted to “ the 
accurate scale replicas of full-life prototypes.”’ In other 
words, the author gives full details for the construétion 
; including locomotives, permanent 
Numerous plates and 
modeller in 


of model railways, 
way, stations, y 
illustrations in the text 
possible way 
BENNETT (Sit Ernest) Apparitions and Haunted 
Houses. A Survey of Evidence, with a fore- 
word by The Very Rev. The Dean of St. 
Paul’s. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 
An important contribution to the 
he cases are somewhat uneven, 


ards and scenery 


help the every 


literature of 

psychical research 

but the general level is high and the Statements appear 

to be reliable 

Borrra.t (Ronald) The Turning Path. Barker. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Many of these poems have been reprinted from 
periodicals and Mr. Bottrall’s work is already known to 
a favoured circle 
in three sections, the first entitled ** Retarded Cycle,” 
the second ** World in Recoil,” and the third “ Late 
Renewals,” 
whole 
Bowe (James A.) The Future of Scotland. 

A Survey of the Present Position, with some 
Proposals for Future Policy. Tables, 
Graphs, Diagrams. Chambers. 7s. 6d. net. 
rhe Principal of the Dundee School of Econ 
MIMIC 


In the main the poems are arranged 


and they deserve to be read as a consecutive 


ymics 
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Commission to survey and plan for Scotland as an 
economic unit. He shows the trend of population 
and the way in which industry is developing and 
suggests a plan of action for a revival in Scottish life 
and industry. 


Brown (Helen) Jane Austen. 
worth. 3s. 6d. net. 

\ picture of the Austen family in dialogue is bound 
to be entertaining. The drawback to plays of this 
character, like those based on the Barretts and the 
Brontes, is the lapse of long periods of time between 
\éts. Jane Austen, Struggling with her writing, whilst 
dying of cancer, is a pathetic figure. 

CuirHEROE (Arthur) Car Canny. A Book of 
Road Nonsense. Illus. by lan Fenwick. 
Duckworth. js. net. 

\ colleétion of humorous Stories and jokes about 
motoring, gathered from garages, roads and racing 
tracks. Mr. lan Fenwick, who is known for his serious 
drawings in motoring journals, still further enlivens 
this littk volume with his most amusing sketches. 
There are several blank pages at the end for motorists 
and others to note their own “‘ funny ”’ 


Coins (Gerald) Round the World in In- 
dustry. Illus. Newnes. 5s. net. 

\ series of sketches for the 
descriptive of important workers in various industries 
and those who risk their lives in testing acroplanes, 
and many other dangerous 


\ Play. Duck- 


storics. 


younger readers 


Stunting for films, diving 
obs. Fully illustrated. 
Dewuurst (Evelyn) Lawn Tennis Guaranteed. 
How to Teach and Play It. With sketches 
by Audrey Weber. Pitman. tos. 6d. net. 
\ professional's system of teaching the art of 
Lawn Tennis, given from the point of view of a coach, 
which should prove of great help to games mistresses 
and others who wish to teach or learn the modern 
methods of the zame. The first two chapters deal with 
How to Teach and What to Teach, and each type of 
Stroke and Stand is then clearly described in an Explana 
tion to Pupils, Prattice for Explanation ¢ 
leacher, etc., the more important points being em 
\ most useful book. 


) 


Pupils 
Pupils, 


phasised by heavier type 
Fepern (Karl) The Materialist Conception of 
History. A Critical Analysis. Macmillan. 


tos. 6d. net. 

The author has sect himself to upset the historical 
theory of Marx and Engels. He replaces the economic 
basis by power and intelleé&t, which he considers the 
causal fa¢tors of the economic and political State of 
mankind 
Furer-HAImENDORF (Christoph von) The 

Naked Nagas. Illus. Methuen. 15s. net. 

\n account by the Austrian explorer and anthro- 
his travels in Southern Asia amongst the 
hills of the Assam-Burma_ frontier. Dr. Furet 
Haimendorf has much sympathy with the primitive 
peoples of the Naga tribes which inhabit this country, 
and gives important data on their religion, philosophy, 
customs and rituals. In spite of their savage slave 
raiding and head-hunting he made friends with many 
of the tribes and lived amongst them for some time 
Studying their culture. The work is well illustrated 
with twenty-four plates from photographs and a map. 


pe rlovist of 
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Hannuta (J. O.) Finland’s War of In- 
dependence, with an introduétion by General 
Sir Walter M. St. Ge. Kirke. Illus. Faber. 
12s. 6d. net. 

Finland is very much in the foreground of the 
news at the moment and many people will be glad to 
read this account of her fight for independence in 1918. 
Fully illustrated. 

InNEs (T. Christie) Parables from Stamps, for 
Young and Old. Illus. Pickering & Inglis. 
38. 6d. net. 

\ series of religious discourses hung upon various 
items known very well to philatelists. The illustrations 
are reproduétions of Stamps printed in black and white 
on various colours to show approximately the actual 
colour of the Stamps 


Laskt (Harold J.) The Danger of being a 
Gentleman. Allen & Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 
Ihe Professor of Political Science in the University 
of London has brought together in this volume several 
of his most interesting excursions on his particular 
subjeét. The title essay might be described as an 
explanation of the snobbery in English life The 
others range over Local Government in England, the 
drafting of the first French Republican Constitution, 
the Judicial System of Russia and the Supreme Court 
of the United States. All interesting and illuminated 
by the clear descriptions which Prof. Laski always 
gives us 
Moutp (Elmer W. K.) Essentials of Bible 
History. Completely corrected and eleétro- 
typed. (New York), Nelson. 15s. net. 
he author is well known, and though his fore 
word is recent, his book was published first in 1933 
and again in 1936. This new edition will be welcomed, 
as it has been completely correéted and electrotyped 
in the spring of 1939. The Index is very full and the 
analytical table of contents will be found excellent for 
reference. 
STRUTHER (Jan) Mrs. Miniver. Chatto & 
Windus. 7s. 6d. net. 

The numerous Mrs. Miniver lovers who have 
followed her doings in The Times will treasure this 
worthy and fitting memorial to her charms. The 
delicate colouring of the covers, in pink and lemon, 
with ornamental design and delicate grey case are, we 
feel, exaétly what she would herself have chosen as a 
fitting setting for her ideas These are already well 
known to form a light and diverting recreation from 
the gloomy thoughts which will obtrude these days 
The humorous side of gas-masks and evacuees is 
touched upon and the visit to the Zoo throws a fresh 
light on the Echidna. 


FICTION. 


BertrAM (Rosamond) Ann Thorne Reporter. 
Illus. by John Benison. Nelson. 2s. 6d. net. 
\n amusing Story of newspaper life which will 
entertain both young and old. Splendid for train and 
black-out reading. Even somewhat stodgy Aunt Helen 
has to admit that her niece Ann is a born newspaper 


woman, when she gets a signed article on the front page 
of the Daily Record 
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CarGiLu (Leslie) Gestapo Gauntlet. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Secret Service in Germany between Munich and 
the War. The culminating scene of the stolen tank is 
ron rd 
Cooper (Parr) Not at Home. Allen & Unwin. 

8s. 6d. net. 

lhe author has drawn a careful piéture of the life 
in India of an Englishwoman who marries an army man 
of whom she is not especially fond. She feels that he 
expeéts her to enter without question into all his likes 
und dislikes, and life becomes a difficult problem. 
Everything in the daily routine is uncongenial, even the 
people with whom she has to associate. Then comes 
romance which she hails with joy, but it fizzles out 
and she finds herself and contentment at last. 

Gask (Arthur) The Vengeance of Larose. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

When we recolle& Arthur Gask’s early Larose 
books, The Secret of the Sandbills, for instance, we 
regret that he has plunged Larose into Secret Service 
and espionage. Of course Larose is good, but he is 
much better in his old surroundings. 

GREEN (Henry) Party Going. Hogarth Press. 
7s. 6d. net. 

[he party Starts to go by train in a fog. There is 
a wait of some four hours at the Station before the 
travellers can get away and their attitude towards life 
and cach other is fully and cleverly pi€tured throughout 
that interval. A good psychological study which has a 
flavour of its own. The reaétion of charaéter upon 
charaéter is excellently shown. 
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Henriques (Robert D. Q.) No Arms No 
Armour. Nicholson & Watson. 8s. 6d. net. 
This novel won the All Nations Prize of £3,000, 
and is, therefore, extremely worthy of respect. It deals 
with the life and charaéter of one, Tubby Windrush, 
an army man from Start until the finish when he admits 
to being “ scarcely a soldier.’’ The time that Tubby 
spends in hospital with his damaged shoulder is the part 
of his life when he begins to think. From that time 
slowly and painfully he finds himself and not only 
himself but his mate, Lydia. A Story of real life for the 
serious-minded 
KENNEDY (J. de N.) Crime in Reverse. Nelson. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Che reader is told at once that the famous K.C. 
defending the prisoner is the real murderer. He flatters 
himself that he has committed a perfeé crime, but 
well, read it and see how it works out. 

KinG (Rufus) Murder Masks Miami. A Lieut. 
Valcour Story. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

MyStery murders in Florida. Lieut. Valcour is 
dragged in to help Chief Deteétive Goodfriend, who 
has not the vaguest notion how to set about deteéting. 
Valcour is floored at first, but gradually light dawns 
and he solves the problem. 

SCANLAN (Nellie M.) Kelly Pencarrow. Hale. 
8s. net. 

\ family history which continues the great story 
of the Pencarrows, already famous in their New 
Zealand setting Miss Scanlan has already won a 
reputation for her novels and this latest one will enhance 
it. \ very lite-like charaéter-Study for those who 
like this sort of thing. 

Smiru (C. I. D.) Thy Guilt is Great. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

\ “ Straight ’’ detective Story. Quite a number of 
suspeéts and Inspector Barlowe wins through, more by 
chance than anything clse 
WinncroFr (Eileen) 

Constable. 7s. 6d. net. 

The story of Plaggy and Nellie Jones, as well as 
of a number of other people, whose private charaéters 
und aétions are sponsored by the archangel Michael 
under the direétion of the Most Lovely One. Plaggy 
begins at the age of forty-tive with an indiscretion in 
the shape of Vera Simmons, whom he kills in a mis 
adventure with a maroon cat Her soul haunts the 
Joneses throughout the Story Finally, they land in 
Canada. Clever, unusual, and thought-making 


JUVENILE. 
BLAKESTON (Oswell) and CHAPMAN (Max) 
Jim’s Gun. Illus. Duckworth. 6s. net. 


The air-gun which Jim Bristow received from his 
father on his fifteenth birthday brought a series of 


Angels in Ealing. 


exciting adventures to three boys and a girl. The 
illustrations are most unsual, being photographs from 
plasticine models of the six main charaéters. 


CxiarKk (Denis) Golden Island. Illus. by L. B. 
Black. Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 


\ tale of Ceylon the years betore Christ. Kona, 
the little boy from the jungle, and the baby elephant 
Kadola served the Rajah’s son Gamani well in his 
truggle to save the “ Golden People ”* from enslave 

_ , } ‘ Damil . ck fron India 


His viétorious defence of the teaching of Buddha 

makes a vivid Story of the jungle, ruined cities, elephants 

bears, fakirs etc., of this beautiful island, where his 

name is Still honoured. 

Foran (W. Robert) Transport in Many Lands. 
Illus. by D. Newsome. Warne. 7s. 6d. net. 

An attempt to record the age-old methods of 
transport in many countries, which are being gradually 
supplanted by mechanical means. \mongst those 
described are animal transport, such as ceremonial 
elephants, camel caravan trails, the llama and yak as 
pack-animals, water-buffalo and ox in harness, huskies 
and reindeer in the Arétic, as well as the troika of the 
Soviet Union, the ricksha of Japan, etc. The book is 
written in a manner which is suitable for children as 
well as adults, and has many illustrations in black and 
white and four coloured plates. 

Goupnce (Elizabeth) Sister of the Angels. A 
Christmas Story. Illus. Duckworth. §s. net. 

Eleven-year-old Henrietta is the heroine of this 
charming little story, which gives a very good piéture 
of the life of a happy household in the typical cathedral 
city of Torminster at the beginning of the century. 
An old legend conneéted with the cathedral crypt 
provides a little mystery which is cleared up in time 
for the carol-sinying and the Christmas bells. 
Hemstey (Harry) Imagination. Verses. Pictures 

by H. M. Brock. Lutterworth. 3s. 6d. net. 

Harry Hemsley’s broadcasts are well known and 
here is a book of his verses, nonsense rhymes, epigrams, 
etc. Humorous illustrations to each poem are provided 
by H. M. Brock and with its clear type this little volume 
should be a great favourite in the nursery. 
NANKIVELL (Agnes) Cherry Stones and other 

Plays for Children. Muller. 2s. 6d. net. 

The author has a poetical sense of the sort of thing 
which pleases children. She has colleéted in this little 
volume four short plays which will be found suitable 
for home performance. Apart from the play which 
gives its name to the book, there is a summer play 
entitled ‘‘ The Silver Ball,’’ also ‘‘ The Ghost,”’ and 
one especially good for Christmas holidays, entitled 
“ House for Sale.’’ Miss Nankivell shows promise in 
this kind of work. 

SaBIN (Edwin L.) Adventuring with Carson 
and Fremont. Frontis. Lippincott. 5s. net. 

An historical Story, which boys will enjoy, of 
adventures in the years 1842 to 1844 of the boy Oliver 
Wiggins who went with Scout Christopher Carson and 
Lieutenant John Charles Fremont on their Expeditions. 
Much of the conversations are quoted from the Fremont 
reports and many of the charaéters are real. A thrilling 
tale of Indian fights, buffalo hunting, and the traversing 
of rivers and mountains never trod by white man 
before, down the Columbia, across the Sierras, through 
California and the southern deserts. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BLACKWELL. Catalogue No. 456, English Literature. 

BULLETIN OF THE JOHN RYLANDS 
LIBRARY MANCHESTER, Oétober, 1939.—THE 
LIBRARIAN, December, 1939.—THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD, December, 1939.—THE 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, November 15th, December 1$t, 
1939. —MORE 1BOOKS, The Bulletin of the Boston 
Public Library, December, 1939. — WILSON 
LIBRARY BULLETIN, December, 1939 








